MCCLENDON, ROSE
A 76-year-old woman being recertified for hospice now with diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease. Since last certification, the patient has lost weight. She is not eating. She is eating 5 to 10% of her food. She refuses food. She has sundowner’s syndrome. She has severe weakness. She has had decline in her mental condition. The patient’s daughter Michelle reports nighttime activity and aggression with severe sundowner’s syndrome. Also, Michelle has noticed deterioration in her status. She is no longer able to recognize Michelle, she does not know where she is. She responds by hollering at times. She is confused. She has severe memory loss. She requires lorazepam around the clock to keep her agitation under control. All this is significant sign of decline in the patients with Alzheimer and makes the patient hospice appropriate and most likely has less than six months to live. The patient has a high risk for aspiration and choking episodes from time to time. High risk of pneumonia. Weight loss is consistent with her decline and her endstage dementia. She requires turning to keep her from developing bony ulceration. She has a KPS score of 40%, bowel and bladder incontinent and is total ADL dependent.
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